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• Provide relief from urban 
develop ment  ( air p ollut ion,  h eat  
is lands ,  nois e,  eros ion c row ding ,  
flooding ,  et c . )  

• M aint ain a h abit at  for w ildlife 
• Provide p h y s ic al ac c es s  and 

vis ual c onnec t ion w it h in t h e C it y  
• D efine t h e form of t h e C it y  
• Provide for educ at ional 

op p ort unit ies  
• Provide a divers it y  of nat ural 

res ourc es  
• Prot ec t  and enc ourag e t h reat ened 

and endang ered s p ec ies  of p lant s  
and animals  

• Provide p ublic  ac c es s  t o c reek s ,  
rivers ,  and lak es .  

 
P o l i c y  P -5 4 :  W h ere feas ible,  enc ourag e 
p ublic  ac c es s  int o p ublic  op en s p ac e 
areas .   Public  us e of op en s p ac e s h ould 
be p rovided at  a level t h at  is  s uit ed t o 
p rot ec t ing  t h e nat ural res ourc es  of t h e 
area.    
 
P o l i c y  P -5 5 :   W h ere feas ible,  enc ourag e 
educ at ional op p ort unit ies  in p ublic  op en 
s p ac e areas .  
 
P o l i c y  P -5 6 :   S t ruc t ures  s h ould be 
minimiz ed w it h in p ublic  op en s p ac e 
areas .  
 

P o l i c y  P -5 7 :   D evelop  invent ories  and 
manag ement  p lans  for op en s p ac e and 
nat ural areas .  
 
P o l i c y  P -5 8 :   Provide funds  for nat ive 
veg et at ion and ot h er h abit at  
enh anc ement s  t o enc ourag e ap p rop riat e 
w ildlife on ex is t ing  op en s p ac e lands  
w h ere c ons is t ent  w it h  t h e rec reat ional 
us e of t h e area.  
 
P o l i c y  P -5 9 :   A c q uire op en s p ac e t h at  
h as  t h e follow ing  feat ures :  
a.  C an fill a g ap  or c onnec t  t h e ex is t ing  

op en s p ac e net w ork  
b.  I s  environment ally  s ens it ive or 

uniq ue 
c .  Provides  w ildlife h abit at  
d.  C an p rot ec t  nat ural res ourc e areas  
e.  I s  arc h eolog ic ally  s ig nific ant  
f.  Provides  relief from urban 

develop ment  
 
P o l i c y  P -6 0 :  I nc reas e p ublic  aw arenes s  
of,  and ap p rec iat ion for,  s p ec ific  nat ural 
feat ures  t h roug h  educ at ion and 
int erp ret ive p rog rams .  
 
P o l i c y  P -6 1 :  I nc orp orat e ut ilit y ,  s t orm 
drainag e,  and ot h er p ublic  lands  int o t h e 
op en s p ac e s y s t em t h roug h  c oop erat ive 
us e ag reement s .  
 

 
O b j e c t i v e  P -F :   C r e a t e  a  w a l k a b l e  c o m m u n i t y  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t r a i l s  s y s t e m  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  n o n -m o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
C i t y ,  m a x i m i z e s  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  t o  p a r k s ,  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  o p e n  s p a c e  a r e a s ,  c o n n e c t s  t o  
r e g i o n a l  t r a i l  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  p r o v i d e s  i n c r e a s e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
p u b l i c .  
 
P o l i c y  P -6 2 :   T h e t rail s y s t em s h ould 
s erve loc al and reg ional us ers  and be 
link ed t o t h e reg ional t rail s y s t em.  
 
P o l i c y  P -6 3 :   T rails  s h ould p rovide for 
t h e needs  of a divers e p op ulat ion of 

us ers  inc luding  g roup s  s uc h  as  adult s ,  
c h ildren,  s eniors ,  w ork ers ,  t h e dis abled 
and ot h er p eop le eng ag ing  in eit h er 
p as s ive and/ or ac t ive p urs uit s  inc luding :  

a.   p edes t rians ,  
b.   rec reat ion bic y c lis t s ,  
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c.  joggers/runners, 
d .  i n-l i ne sk a ters,  
e.  b i cy cl e com m uters 
f .   ca noei sts a nd  k a y a k ers, a nd  
g.  h i k ers. 

 
P o l i c y  P -6 4 :   T h e tra i l  sy stem  sh oul d  b e 
recogni z ed  a nd  m a i nta i ned  b y  th e C i ty  
a s d i sti nct f rom  i nf orm a l  or p ri v a te 
p a th w a y s. 
 
P o l i c y  P -6 5 :   I nf orm a l  or p ri v a te 
p a th w a y s sh oul d  f orm  a  second a ry  
sy stem  w i th  l i nk a ges to th e p ub l i c 
sy stem .  T h ese tra i l s sh oul d  b e 
d ev el op ed  a nd  m a i nta i ned  und er joi nt 
p ub l i c/p ri v a te p a rtnersh i p . 
 
P o l i c y  P -6 6 :   L i nk a ges sh oul d  b e 
p rov i d ed  w i th  surround i ng com m uni ti es 
w i th i n m a jor regi ona l  corri d ors such  a s 
th e C ed a r R i v er, G reen R i v er, th e L a k e 
W a sh i ngton L oop , a nd  th e S oos C reek  
T ra i l . 
 
P o l i c y  P -6 7 :   W i th i n th e C i ty , l i nk a ges 
sh oul d  b e p rov i d ed  a m ong resi d enti a l  
a rea s, em p l oy m ent a rea s, centers, a nd  
recrea ti on a rea s. 
 
P o l i c y  P -6 8 :   I ntegra te R enton’ s 
recrea ti ona l  tra i l  need s i nto a  
com p reh ensi v e tra i l  sy stem  serv i ng b oth  
l oca l  a nd  regi ona l  users. 
 
P o l i c y  P -6 9 :   P l a n a nd  coord i na te 
a p p rop ri a te p ed estri a n a nd  b i cy cl e 
com m uter routes a l ong ex i sti ng m i nor 
a rteri a l  a nd  col l ector a rteri a l  corri d ors. 
 
P o l i c y  P -7 0 :   T ra i l s sh oul d  b e d ev el op ed  
i n ta nd em  w i th  m otori z ed  tra nsp orta ti on 
sy stem s, recogni z i ng i ssues such  a s 
sa f ety , user d i v ersi ty , a nd  ex p eri enti a l  
d i v ersi ty . 
 

P o l i c y  P -7 1 :   P rov i d e f oot/b i cy cl e 
sep a ra ti on w h erev er p ossi b l e;  h ow ev er, 
w h ere conf l i ct occurs, f oot tra f f i c sh oul d  
b e gi v en p ref erence.  ( S ee 
T ra nsp orta ti on E l em ent.)  
 
P o l i c y  P -7 2 :  P rov i d e a d eq ua te 
sep a ra ti on b etw een non-m otori z ed  a nd  
m otori z ed  tra f f i c to ensure sa f ety .  ( S ee 
T ra nsp orta ti on E l em ent.)  
 
P o l i c y  P -7 3 :  P ut m a jor em p h a si s on 
esta b l i sh i ng a  “ m a cro”  sy stem  of  tra i l s 
w h i l e i d enti f y i ng cri ti ca l  m i ssi ng l i nk s i n 
th e ex i sti ng f uncti ona l  sy stem . 
 
P o l i c y  P -7 4 :   A d d ress “ m i cro”  l ev el  
tra i l s a nd  f i l l  ga p s i n ex i sti ng tra i l  
p a tterns w h ere a p p rop ri a te. 
 
T h e a d op ted  L ong R a nge P a rk s, 
R ecrea ti on, O p en S p a ce a nd  T ra i l s P l a n 
sh a l l  b e coord i na ted  w i th  a nd  b e a n 
i ntegra l  com p onent of  th e C i ty ’ s on-
goi ng tra nsp orta ti on p l a nni ng a cti v i ti es. 
 
P o l i c y  P -7 5 :   A s a p p rop ri a te, encoura ge 
th e use of  ex i sti ng uti l i ty  corri d ors f or 
tra i l  p urp oses a nd  secure tra i l  ea sem ents. 
 
P o l i c y  P -7 6 :   F urni sh  tra i l  sy stem s w i th  
a p p rop ri a te tra i l h ea d  sup p orti ng 
i m p rov em ents th a t i ncl ud e i nterp reti v e 
a nd  d i rectory  si gna ge, rest stop s, 
d ri nk i ng f ounta i ns, b i cy cl e ra ck s, 
l a nd sca p i ng, p a rk i ng, l oa d i ng a rea s, 
w a ter, a nd  oth er serv i ces. 
 
P o l i c y  P -7 7 :   W h ere a p p rop ri a te, l oca te 
tra i l h ea d s a t or i n conjuncti on w i th  p a rk  
si tes, sch ool s or oth er com m uni ty  
f a ci l i ti es to i ncrea se l oca l  a rea  a ccess to 
th e tra i l  sy stem  a nd  to red uce d up l i ca ti on 
of  sup p orti ng i m p rov em ents ( e.g. 
p a rk i ng) . 
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Policy P-7 8 :   Provide opportunities for 
th e pub l ic  to a c c ess,  via  L a k e 
W a sh ing ton,  th e “ L a k es to L oc k s”  
reg iona l  w a ter tra il  sy stem .  
 
Policy P-7 9 :   D esig n a nd devel op tra il  
im provem ents to a  sta nda rd th a t is ea sy  
to m a inta in a nd ea sy  to a c c ess b y  
m a intena nc e,  sec urity  a nd oth er 
a ppropria te personnel ,  eq uipm ent a nd 
veh ic l es.  
 
Policy P-8 0 :   E nsure devel opm ent 
a dj a c ent to tra il s is desig ned to m inim iz e 
im pa c ts to a nd enh a nc e tra il s.  
 
Policy P-8 1 :   T ra il  routes on priva te 
l a nds a re not c l a ssified a s offic ia l  tra il s 
until  th e C ity  h a s l eg a l  use a uth ority .  
 
Policy P-8 2 :   T ra il  a l ig nm ents sh oul d 
ta k e into a c c ount soil  c onditions,  sl ope,  
surfa c e dra ina g e a nd oth er ph y sic a l  
l im ita tions th a t c oul d inc rea se 
c onstruc tion a nd/ or m a intena nc e c osts.  
 
Policy P-8 3 :   W h enever possib l e,  
rec rea tion tra il s sh oul d not b e pa rt of a  
street roa dw a y .  

 
Policy P-8 4 :   T ra il s sh oul d b e l ooped 
a nd interc onnec ted to provide a  va riety  
of tra il  l eng th s a nd destina tions.  
 
Policy P-8 5 :   T h e func tions of ra il roa d 
a nd util ity  rig h ts-of-w a y  sh oul d b e 
a ssessed.   A b a ndoned util ity  a nd/ or 
ra il roa d rig h ts-of-w a y s sh oul d rec eive 
h ig h  priority  for desig na tion a nd 
a c q uisition of tra il  a nd/ or c orridors.  
 
Policy P-8 6 :   I nc orpora te util ity ,  storm  
dra ina g e,  a nd oth er pub l ic  l a nds into th e 
tra il  sy stem  th roug h  c oopera tive use 
a g reem ents.  
 
Policy P-8 7 :   D evel op a nd m a inta in 
c om preh ensive tra il s sy stem s,  w h ic h  
provide non-m otoriz ed a c c ess 
th roug h out th e C ity ,  m a x im iz e pub l ic  
a c c ess to open spa c e a rea s,  a nd provide 
inc rea sed rec rea tiona l  opportunities for 
th e pub l ic .   ( S ee T ra nsporta tion E l em ent 
O b j ec tive T -K . )  
 

 
O b j e ct iv e  P-G :   Pr ov id e  op p or t u n it ie s  f or  p u b lic p a r t icip a t ion  in  r e cr e a t ion a l 
s e r v ice s  a n d  p r og r a m s  t h a t  a r e  cr e a t iv e ,  s t im u la t in g ,  e d u ca t ion a l,  p r oa ct iv e ,  a n d  
h e a lt h y a n d  r e f le ct  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  in t e r e s t s  of  t h e  com m u n it y.  
 
Policy P-8 8 :   Provide rec rea tiona l  
a c tivities spec ific  a nd a ppropria te for 
ea c h  a g e g roup.  
 
Policy P-8 9 :   Provide outdoor spa c e for 
c om m unity  a nd c ivic  events,  pub l ic  
g a th ering s,  prog ra m m ed a c tivities,  a nd 
enterta inm ent.  
 
Policy P-9 0 :   D evel op a  b a l a nc ed 
sy stem  of rec rea tiona l  opportunities th a t 

is diverse,  c om preh ensive,  a nd enric h ing  
to a  va riety  a g e g roups a nd a b il ities.  
 
Policy P-9 1 :   C ity  of R enton residents 
sh oul d b e g iven priority  or preferenc e in 
reg istering  for rec rea tiona l  prog ra m s a nd 
use of pa rk  fa c il ities.  
 
Policy P-9 2 :   N on-resident fees sh oul d 
b e c onsidered to h el p offset C ity  
ex penses for pa rk  a nd rec rea tiona l  
servic es a nd fa c il ities.  
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